Bristol-Warren Education Association 
                       Representative Council Meeting 

MINUTES 


Date: March. 15, 2011
www.bweari.org
The meeting was called to order at 4pm. in room 205 at Guiteras School. A quorum was established.

ATTENDANCE:  Jen Saarinen,  Linda Bruno, Melissa Bernard,  Al Rezendes,  Wayne Lima, Ida Cabral, Mike DiRuzzo, Mike McGee, Deb Kearns, Brian Chidester,  Brian Leger, Susan Wiegand, Maria Camara, John Reynolds, Marylyn McFadden, Greg Arruda  
Grievance Report:
High School—Level one being filed regarding assessment submissions

Middle School & Elementary --- No new grievances/ business to report
New Business:

· Joint Finance Meeting 3/15 and 3/29—BWEA is strongly urging all teachers to attend (you do NOT have to be a town resident to attend!)  

1. Tuesday, March 15th @ 7 pm in the MHHS auditorium

2. Tuesday, March 29th @ 7 pm in the KMS auditorium 
· Binding Arbitration Bill at the State House-

1. Is soon to be introduced

2. Building reps. will be asked to make phone calls to support; please look out for email or newsletter for further info
· SAVE THE DATE! Let Teachers Teach, April 30th    10AM – 4PM: 
1. Saturday, April 30th, NEARI will host the forum "Let Teachers Teach" at the Ryan Center  at the University of Rhode Island. 

2. Purpose is to raise collective voices about quality teaching and evaluation. Also to voice concerns about pension system, healthcare, and professional licensure and certification.
3. There is NO COST for this event. 

4. Educators may want to set up car pools for transportation 
· Motion moved by Brian C. for BWEA to send statement of resolution in solidarity with the fired teachers in Providence. This resolution includes 1) sending a paper copy of the resolution to the PTU leadership, and to the people we call on for action, i.e. Mayor Taveras, Supt. Brady, and the Providence School Committee; 2) that we publicize it by putting the resolution into the BWEA newsletter and on bweari.org, and possibly in an email to the membership as well.        Motion Seconded
Discussion of motion and proposal-     resolution presented in third bullet of proposal, clarification of recipients 
Motion moved to amend by John R. that Brian C. and Linda B. will work together to reword   the proposal originally written by Brian C. and bring back to the rep council via email for approval. Motion Seconded   
Discussion of motion and proposal:  eliminate hostility in tone
14 in favor; 2 opposed--- Motion carried
Motion Moved by Jen S. that BWEA will support Providence teachers in a statement that is yet to be determined.  Motion Seconded
All in favor; Motion Carried 
Old Business: 
· Contract Negotiations: 
1. Meetings scheduled for March 24th and Saturday, April 2nd  
2. Last meeting consisted mainly of clarification of first proposal
3. Small group meeting with Admin alone to work out smaller language issues
4. ALL member meeting most likely in early May 
· Teacher Evaluation Model 

1. The Rhode Island Educator Evaluation System stipulates that districts establish a committee to oversee the implementation of educator evaluation and ensure that the system is fair and accurate.   

2. Each district will also maintain an appeals process
3. Admin has asked the BWEA to solicit members from all levels. Reps should ask people at the schools if they would be interested
4. Committee is not meeting anytime soon, but needs to begin to form 

5. Brian C. voiced interest in being included 
· Donation Policy and BWEA Social Discussion tabled until April 
Building Issues:

· Colt Andrews, Hugh Cole, and MHHS all had concerns regarding recent requirement of CPT “color” submissions. Depending on the school, requirements for mid-year check-in were different. To date, no grievances have been filed. Members are urged to file if they feel the contract is being violated 
· KMS to set up advisory meeting with Admin to discuss concerns that have been forwarded to the reps regarding faculty concerns 

President’s Report:  n/a
Vice President’s Report:   n/a 
Treasurer's Report:  n/a 

Secretary’s Report:    n/a
Motion moved by Susan W.  to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:20   pm

Respectfully submitted,   Melissa Bernard 
