Bristol-Warren Education Association 
                       Representative Council Meeting 

MINUTES 


Date: Feb. 15, 2011
www.bweari.org
The meeting was called to order at 4pm. in room 205 at Guiteras School. A quorum was established.

ATTENDANCE:  Jen Saarinen,  Linda Bruno, Melissa Bernard,  Al Rezendes,  Susan Cardente, Wayne Lima, Ida Cabral, Robin Mello, Mike DiRuzzo, Mike McGee, Deb Kearns, Brian Chidester, Jay Seals, Brian Leger, TJ DelSanto, Kate Barry, Maria Camara  
Grievance Report:
High School, Middle School & Elementary --- No new grievances/ business to report
New Business:

· Teacher Evaluation Model: 
1. Two forums to be held during vacation week. Space is extremely limited. 

2. See www.ride.ri.gov/educatorquaility/educatorevaluation for more info

3. Shoba.annavarjula@ride.ri.gov is in charge of handling all RIDE evaluation meeting reservations

4. RIDE pushed back evaluation start date. 

· Lobbying for Legislature (2/25 @NEARI): NEARI Training for anyone interested. 
· Lay Offs in BWRSD: 
1. Jen collected all appeal letters and reminded reps of appeal letters not handed in. 

2. 55 people laid off; Approx. 12 with bumping letters

3. Admin has until March 1st to send out additional letters. 

4. There WILL be a job fair this year- contractually obligated. 

5. There is little information to provide as far as recalls, programs, budget, etc. ~ too early. 

· Institute for Labor Studies:
1. Letter sent for donation/ support. BWEA has never made a donation to this cause.

2. TJ suggested a policy for making donations. Discussion of such a policy will be tabled until March. 

Motion made by Al R. to donate $100 to the Institute for Labor Studies.   
Discussion: Sounds like a good cause, but many reps question how much money is given back to community or used for administration costs, etc. 

MOTION Withdrawn
· Night at the Museum 3/25 (to support NEARI Children’s Fund) @ JW Culinary Museum $25/person
· Read Across America Book Donation. Need to donate old books by March 4th. Send to NEARI, Attention Val Staples. 

· OTHER: Brian Chidester passed out flyers for “What’s the meaning of education reform in the United States? And what it might mean for BW schools?” a public forum to be held on Saturday, March 5th at 3pm at Rogers Free Library Community Room (525 Hope Street, Bristol). Brian Jones, a public school teacher from Harlem, NY, is the featured speaker. This forum is sponsored by Bristol-Warren Parents’ Alliance. For more information, contact them at 401-595-7679.  The Alliance is also looking for new members. They can be found on facebook and emailed at bwparentsalliance@googlegroups.com  
Jen will add information about the alliance to future BWEA newsletters. Reps are asked to place flyers in teacher rooms. 
Old Business: 
· Contract Negotiations: 
1. Last meeting cancelled due to inclement weather. 
2. The larger group has not met since there has only been one small group meeting with admin and school committee. Because of that, there is very little news to report and information is too premature to discuss. Most admin proposals were labeled as “forth coming” at the first meeting. Again, nothing new to report because of lack of meetings. 
3. Reps questioned contract expiration procedures and working under an expired contract. Jen will find out more info to clarify.  
· BWEA Social: 
1. The committee will meet to revisit cost and venue. 
2. Robin M. will investigate a potential spot for “spring fever“ get together. 

3. TJ asked the committee to come back to rep council with a proposal(s) to be considered for approval.  
Building Issues:

· None to report. 
President’s Report:  

1. Board of Regents- Angus Davis not reappointed, new appointments will begin in March. 
2. Funding Formula- BW is losing money; Gist held forum to discuss the issue and stayed later to take some questions from concerned community members. 

3. Newsletter feedback- consensus is to keep it going; a good communication tool. 
Vice President’s Report:   n/a 
Treasurer's Report: 

1. NEARI sent donation appeal letter for Children’s Fund. Motion made by TJ to donate $50. Seconded by Deb K. No discussion. Motion Carried. 

2. Five $500 scholarships paid out to last year’s winners. Scholarship applications now available online and in MHHS Guidance Office.   

Secretary’s Report:    n/a
Motion moved by Melissa B.  to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:10   pm

Respectfully submitted,   Melissa Bernard 
